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M
INISTER of Interi-
or Sar Kheng con-
sidered Japan’s 
assistance to Cam-

bodia a significant contributor 
to the Kingdom’s achievements 
in recent years, including its 
national and commune coun-
cil election processes.

He held a February 6 bilat-
eral meeting with newly ap-
pointed Japanese ambassador 
to Cambodia Atsushi Ueno to 
discuss the progress of rela-
tions between Cambodia and 
Japan, especially in terms of 
Japanese development aid.

During the meeting, Sar 
Kheng offered a warm wel-
come to the ambassador and 
thanks to the government 
and people of Japan for their 
dedicated support of Cambo-
dia’s development, from the 
Paris Peace Agreement to the 
present day.

“The accomplishments in 
social development that Cam-
bodia has achieved could not 
have happened without the 
significant contributions of 
the Japanese government and 
its people,” he said.

He also mentioned the de-
cades of cooperation that had 
led to a comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership between 
the two nations, which is an 
important step to improving 
and expanding bilateral ties 
between the two countries.

“Ueno told Sar Kheng that he 
was very pleased that he had 
been appointed to Cambodia, 
a country with a rich civilisa-
tion and excellent relations 
with Japan. He was pleased that 
the two nations had achieved a 
comprehensive strategic part-
nership, and proud of Japan’s 
contributions to Cambodia’s 
peace and development,” said 
the interior ministry.

The ambassador described 
the progress of a number of 

projects that Japan is assist-
ing the Kingdom on, includ-
ing support for democratic 
development projects, elec-
tion-related work through 
the Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) and 
improving partnerships be-
tween the government and 
civil society organisations. 

Sar Kheng also thanked 
Japan for its support for the 
projects, highlighting the im-
portance of its assistance in 
the preparation of new voter 
lists, which he said were an 
important part of the King-
dom’s election process.

“I hope that the government 
of Japan will continue to sup-
port these activities, especial-
ly decentralisation reforms, 
and provide training for the 
sub-national administrations 
while the government imple-
ments the second phase of 
the National Strategic Plan,” 
he said.

Som Sorida, deputy secre-
tary-general and spokesman 
for the National Election Com-
mittee (NEC), said Japan has 
never failed to support the 
Kingdom, especially in matters 
related to the election process. 

“Although Japan has not 
been as active in recent years, 
through JICA, it has assisted 
us with voter education and 
outreach,” he added.

“Their contribution to our 
election work has been price-
less. The NEC would like to 
thank the Japanese govern-
ment for its continual finan-
cial, technical and specialist 
support,” he continued.

Sorida called on Japan to 
continue to support the elec-
tion process and the develop-
ment of Cambodian democra-
cy. In particular, he asked that 
Japan consider supporting the 
digital modernisation work 
that the NEC is undertaking to 
improve on its older, manual 
information systems.
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UN praises ‘improving’ 
human rights situation
Yuth Vireak

JOSEPH Scheuer, UN resident 
coordinator in Cambodia, said 
respect for human rights is 
improving in Cambodia, and 
he plans to work with the gov-
ernment to improve them fur-
ther in the coming years.

Scheuer, who was appointed 
in October last year, paid a 
February 6 courtesy call on 
Keo Remy, chairman of the 
Cambodian Human Rights 
Committee (CHRC).

Scheuer commended the CHRC 
and thanked the committee for 
its continued cooperation with 
the Office of the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
in Cambodia. He praised the 
government for allowing the 
OHCHR to continue its mandate 
and mission to assist the country. 

During the meeting, Remy 
highlighted the “excellent” coop-
eration in the field of human 

rights between the CHRC and 
the UN Office in Cambodia, as 
well as the OHCHR. He reiter-
ated his intention to continue to 
cooperate in the future. 

CHRC spokesman Chin 
Malin said Scheuer had praised 
the work of the committee, as 
well as the UN Office and 
especially the OHCHR.

He added that the UN Office 
has been working closely with 
the CHRC, especially through 
training and capacity building. 
He was also pleased with the 
UN’s contributions to report 
writing, as well as report defence.

“Scheuer encouraged the 
CHRC to work with whichever 
UN agencies it deems necessary. 
He reminded [Remy] that sup-
port and technical assistance is 
available in connection with our 
work of promoting human rights 
and protecting the rights and 
freedoms of the Cambodian 
people,” Malin said.
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